
A GREA
What Has Become of
the $100,000,000

Fund that Was Put
Aside

Twenty fears Ago
for the Indian Famine

Sufferers?
Fifty million human beings starving to

death.one-tenth that number already beyondall suffering.that Is the frightful
story to be recorded in telling or tiie presentfamine in India. Think of it, you who

dwell in plenty, and who grumble because

you have only three meals a day! Think
of it.live million human beings.black, it
is true, but human beings after all.dead
from lack of food!
And, strange to say, civilization does not

and has not realized what is happening In
that wonderful land of romances, mysteries
and wealth. Civilization throws up Its

hands in horror, and very properly, when

a few hundred Armenians are massacred,
but it seems almost indifferent when millionsof Hindoos drop down by thousands,
starved to death. Civilization feels only
for what concerns its immediate self; and
India is far away ana its peoples me umm,

so what does it matter whether there be
a million more or less?
The fact of the matter is that the British

newspapers are to blame for this state of
ignorance regarding the famine. They have

good reason, too, for being thus silent, or

nearly so, for it is n story calculated to

bring the blush of shame to every man

and woman having the slightest claim to

humanity. It is a black spot in British
history, and naturally the British papers,
with their misplaced patriotism, are anxiousto conceal'the true state of affairs.
Some of the illustrated papers, it is true,

have brought a few pictures of starving
natives.mere bags of skin and bone.but
the great public is carefully kept In blissfulIgnorance of the true state of affairs.
Continental papers take very little interest
in anything not appertaining to diplomacy,
and so the true story has never been told
.not even in the papers published in In-
dia, for most of them are owned by British
officials who have good reason for not tellingall they know.
The Sunday Journal is enabled for the

first time to give an unvarnished statement
of facts, most of them obtained from the
missionaries stationed at the forty relief
stations maintained in various parts of
India by the Christian Herald of this city.
To more fully understand how It is possiblefor one of the wealthiest countries

in the world to be thus periodically afflictedit should be remembered that almost
the entire wealth Is in the hands of the
few.a few thousand perhaps.and tlint the
great mass of nearly three hundred millionbeings lives in abject poverty.
Then, too, nearly every Hindoo is a

vegetarian, and would rather die than
touch meat.
But a!) this Is not the worst by any

means. If It were merely that a frightfulvisitation had come upon the unhappy
country, humanity would shudder and do I s

best to alleviate the sufferings of those af-
flicted, but in this instance there Is more

than a visitation of God.the crime of man

against fellow man.the diversion of a

great famine fund to personal uses.

That Is the arraignment.that is the
fearful charge. The British officials of
India and some of the native ones are

accused of haviug misappropriated $100,000,000set aside for just such purposes as

the present.to supply food and life for the
unknown millions.
After the famine of 1877 the Government

set aside twenty million pounds sterlingto be used In case of another famine.
Crops proved good for nearly twenty years,
oiirl fht.il en me the senreifv of last venr

Of course, the Viceroy at once inquired for
the fund in question and learned that it
had been "diverted" into other channels.
Report had it that the money was used
to repair roads and to fortify certain mountainpasses, but the term "diversion" in
this case covered a multitude of sins. The
fact of the matter was that the money
had disappeared with the exception of
about $1,000,000, which was not even a

drop In the bucket.
Scarcely anything has been printed about

this malfeasance, but it is a common topic
of conversation in India. Some bold, daringpersons have even written letters on

the subject to the editors of certain papers,among them the Bombay Guardian,
but no official statement has ever been
made, save that most of the money had
disappeared. The truth of this accusation
Is attested by the missionaries distributing
recent famine funds.
The immense Famine Fund, begun after TH

the famine of 1S<7, was supposed to
guarantee freedom from all such visitations.It was intended for the purchase
of food for the starving.
Now that it has been looked for and

found missing, the authorities point t a all s<

few railrads, which, they say, were built work
with it. But, as the missionaries reply, for tl
the people cannot eat railroads. dieted
The missionaries all say the money ha# the

been diverted from its original purpose. appro
and some assert that much of it was stoier actioi
by an English political ring. Lord Dnf- Ace
ferin, in the April number of the North a g;e
American Review, excuses the use made of thous
this money by saying the roads it buUt true,
gave employment to starving natives in day t

past years and now facilitate the distribu- repor
tion of food. was
But there is no food to distribute. tenan
The money these railroads cost, the who

millions that have mysteriously disnp- dead
peared and the other millions of the It 1
Famine Fund used for military purposes, tion,
for which they never were intended, nceor
would, if now available, feed the starving portei
natives of India. (
This great Famine Fund was raised bj _tiie

taxing the natives, and bandied solely by
Englishmen, thousands of whom are now triet
living in luxury in London, while their,
victims starve on the plains of India. a''

The official classes are making every
"'"'s 1

effort to stifle the complaints of the mis- " '

sionaries and prevent an investigation of "as

the finances of India. But the mission sQuan
arie<j are strenuously asking where are the d',lnl(
,.,lill... ,u.. I.' i- «... Th.lt

sji iui* c iuiiiiu* r uuu uuu uy * * "1

what right a penny of the money was nseJ for
for any other purpose than that for whieli The
it was originally intended. ^2. relief
First caine a scurrying to obtain money as in

to relieve the suffering, whjeli at that time famii
llast Spring) had not yet assumed an miles
acute stage. Instead of getting grain of sous.
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irts, those in charge of the relief
sent money, but money was useless,
acre was no food to buy In the af

districts. At least it dawned upon
Kr.tish officials tuat matters were

aching a crisis, and that prompt
1 must he taken.
ordlngly the report was sent out that
at plague had stricken India and that
ands were dying dally. This was

for in Bombay alone the deaths in one

imouuted to two thousand. But the
ts did not tell all the truth. Nothing
said about lack of food and susee,nothing was said of the thousands
were dropping where they stood.
ffnm hnnirur

s well kuowii that In case of starvarlysenteryis one of the symptoms, and
dingly the medical authorities re[1thousands of death as being due to
muse, hiding.unintentionally perhaps
real cause.starvation,
last, after 80,000 had died in one disalone,the Government decided that
ipeal for help must be made, and this
lone. And how did England respond?
e $30,000,000 was needed, $'-',000,000
given. While untold wealth was

idered in preparation for the Qceen's
rnd jubilee, millions were starving,
is how England replied to the request
rip.
native government thereupon opened
stations at Which work was given to
any as could be accommodated. The
te area comprised 160,000 square
, having a population of 44,000,000 per
The area in which there was a scar
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Thz Mah
ci^.r covered 121.0(>0 square miles, with a

population of 4f.000.0tH).
The relief stations In one week aided

">.141,000 unfortunates, or less than otie1tenth of the number in distress. The work

required at these stati. us is too much for

many of the poor wretches, and in consequencemany ha\e received aid without
earning the pittance meted out to them.
Furthermore, the stations are so far

away from the districts most distressed
that they are of scarcely any use. It is
true that in their immediate vicinage good
Is done, but the great majority of the

starving are so weak that they cannot
reach the relief stations. Along t'»e sides
of the roads leading from the interior to

the, cities, hundreds of bodies can be seen,

which even rho vultures will not touch, for
there is nothing for the birds of prey,
save bones.

In the famine of 1877 six millions died.
According to Sir Edwin Arnold in an

article on the famine, ten millions will die
in- the present one, unless the whole world
helps.
Commissioner Booth-Tucker, of the SalvatiouArmy, who was born in India, and

passed most of his life there, said recently.
"Eleven out of every twelve persons in

India- outside of the cities.are agriculturists:that Is, they are dependent upon the
land for their sustenance. In these {atits
the famine is most felt. In the cities there
is always work and plenty of charity, and,
as the world judges from the cities, many
will not believe that the famine can be us

bad as alleged. It is a curious thing that
the greatest uumber of deaths from starva-
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}F THE FAMINE DiE
OR THREE MONTHS.
afaj3h of Kho'apir, from a Fho
tion take place in the most fertile districts.
This Is due to the fact that all laborers are c

paid for their work In food. If then the £

crops fall, they are not paid, and get
neithei food nT wages. Hence the terrible £

state of affairs prevailing there at present." 1

A member of the Salvation Army, in high ^

authority, who spent eleven years in India, ^
was much more outspoken, on the promise
that no name be used.

know," said this person, "that the
Uritish officials have stolen the famine j
fund foi their own uses, such as building
houses for themselves, 10 buy annuities and
similar selfish ends. This has been going (
uii lur iwtfmy )Tars, uuu «?»nj.uuuj

wli ked at it in the vain hope that there
would be no more famines. It is a disgrace,
and I am astonished that nothing has been
printed about it heretofore." !
To show the extent of the famine, a

Methodist missionary, stationed at Jabulpur,can be quoted as saying,that in that;
district alone 28,000 died from starvation in
four months. At Poona, one of the plague1,
centres of India, the state of affairs beggars,
description. The unfortunates simply drop,
wherever they may be, and, being fatalists,
they simply remain passive until death
overtakes them. I,
In one iustance, a group of father, mother;

and two children was being photographed,
When the photographer sought to aiter',
their poses he found that the entire family
linH ,,ti jeflH lutn tin, noYt vvnr'.rl 'Clip I,'and

of the starving wretches becomes so thin
that the brain ceases to act, and they sit it)
a dull stupor, caring for nothing and prac.
tlcally oblivious to everything.
One of the missionaries reports a trip he'
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togfaph.
:ook tl.rough the central provinces. Accordingto him. the natives are so emaciitedas to scarcely resemble human beings,
rhey fight like tigers over a grain of rice,
md in many cases commit suicide through
tieans of poisonous herbs obtained in the
unglc.
The description of one of these stricken

>eings is awful. The head is out of all
proportion, the legs and arms are like
iticks, the skin looks like shrivelled up
parchment and is covered with bleeding,
'estering sores.

In many cases the women try to sell their
hildren to the Europeans In the hope of
saving the lives of the babes. When the
parents find that children are not saleable
merchandise they return to their villages
n the vain hope that aid will come. First
liev live nn nne men a iliiv. rlien no niip

lual in two days, and tina'.ly they starve.
The famine district extends from the

lorth of India, in Laliore, down through
:he Punjaub. Delhi, Oudh, Jabalpur, Benares,Orissa aiuj to Bombay. The distressedarea covers nearly the remainder
jf the country from Ka'smir to Madras.
Fifty! million dollars is needed to save

India from the most terrible affliction In
its history, and as Chief Justice Sir FrancisMcLean says, "The whole world will
have to help "

The native prince, whose portrait accompaniesthis article, is Sir Lhahu
Chhalrapati, (1. C. S. 1., Maharajah of
Kholapqr, one of the richest men in India.
The jewels he wore when the picture was
taken are worth $250,0. H). With this
amount 250,000 starving Hindoos could infed100 days. However, speculation of this
kind is futile, fdr the Maharajah is not
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D 250,000 PEOPLE

at all likely to sacrifice his jewels for
the sake of saving the lives of a few
thousand blacks.
Sir Shahu is the owner of some of the

greatest jungles in India, where In Summer
great hunting expeditions are held. These
jungles cover nearly five thousand square
miles, and if turned into agricultural districtswould produce sustenance for half
a million human beings.
The prince is of the very highest caste.

asxthe spot on his forehead indicates and
naturally, he looks with disdain upon the
poor wretches who are dying from lack of
food. To him. as to every other high caste
native, the low caste Hindus are mere
animals, not worth considering in any
light, save as the means to luxury.
One very interesting phase of the famine

i» luui mf uauves cuusiuer u a visitation
of their gods, and refuse to help tbemjselves, declaring that fate meant them to
starve. So strong is this inrooted feeling
of fatalism that a Hindoo will not get
out of the way of an approaching carriage.
"If the gods will that I be run over, it

will be so," he says, and he will not
budge an inch. Entreaties, and even beatings,will have no effect, and the carriage
will have to turn aside,
The constitution of the Hindoo is ill

fitted by nature to withstand such a visitationas a famine. Insult a Hindoo and
he will squat himself in a corner and de-
tennine to die. An<l bofore a week bas
passed he will- have pined away. His
blood is naturally thin, and In no conditionto long withstand the ra rages of
liungen

i Another Interesting side to the famine

JTURY.
Hltnrlrorfo rvf TV-i^ne"
liwuuituj UI * 11UUO"

ands Starving
and Dying, Yet None

of these Millions
Is Forthcoming to Aid

Them in the
Scourge

Is the belief held by many natives that
he famine has been sent by the
;ods because the famous Koh-i-noor has
been taken from the country.
As a matter of fact, the Koh-i-noor is

a "hoodoo," and, as far as recorded in
history, every owner, save the present one.
Queen Victoria, has died by violence.
The history of this stone is exceedingly

interesting, and it is really no wonder
that the natives believe it possessed of
magic power. Folk lore says that it waa

found five thousand years ago in one of
the famous Golconda mines, near th»
Kishuu River, by Kama, one of the Hindoo
heroes, celebrated in the Mahabbharada.
Kama wore it as a sacred talisman.
When next heard of it was in the hands

of Baber, who founded the Mogul dynasty
In tritifi One nf his snns used it a« nnp of
the eyes of a peacock in the famous peacockthrone in the temple at Delhi.
In 1739 Nadir Shah, of Persia, Invaded

India and obtained the stone, which he
named Koh-i-noor (Mountain of Light).
Nadir Shah had much trouble in getting
the stone, which belonged to Aurungazeba,
the Mogul Emperor. The latter concealed
It in his turban. Nadir Shah became
aware of this, and at a court ceremonial
exchanged turbans with him.an oriental
method of expressing friendship.
Shah Shuja was the next owner. While

in his possession it was first seen by an

Englishman.Elphinstone, the emissary of
zrr.^4- T ^ 5 nA«,nnnr Chnifl CaM tl)A

stone to Rumjit Singh, of the Funjaub, in
1821, for 125,000 rupees. In 1849, on the
annexation of the Funjaub to British
India, the stone was sent as a present to
Queen Victoria. It passed into her hands
on June 3, 1850, weighing 186 1-16 carats.

Under the supervision of the Frince Consortit was recut, eighty carats being lost
in the operation.
Every owner of the Koh-i-noor, save Victoria.has been pursued by 111 luck, and all

have died violently, from mere stab wounds
to boiling fat. And still the natives believethat the absence of the stone from
India has much to do with the famine.
Be that as it may, the fact remains that

money meant to save lives was grossly
misappropriated, and that not even an investigationhas been, or is likely to he,
made.
Upon the conscience of England must

rest the deaths of millions of human

beings.hnmnn still, though black.
A London newspaper proprietor went

to India in January to report the plague
and personally visit the famine districts.
He is Alfred C. Harmsworth, editor and

proprietor of the Dally Mail. He says:
"The spectres, the gaunt, shrivelled

men and women, the babes, who seem all
head and stating eyes, are in camps called
'poorhouses.' May I never go through
such experiences as I have encountered
in these awful settlements.
"The camp at Moorsebagh bides Its hideousself in a bv-road some four miles out.

It consists of a little village of grass huts
In an enclosure. Can I evfr forget the
first five minutes within that ghastly circle?It was noon and food time, and the

poor wrecks were drawn up in two long
lines, squatting, crouching, propped up

against walls or stones or neighbors, with

great bony heads falling forward on ribbed
chests.
"Many had become gibbering, slavering

idiots. They had crawled in from their remotevillages, fifty, a hundred, three hun*.' mile- nft wompn and the babes!

So long as I may live shall I remember the
heartrending spectacle of those wrinkled
mites and their guardian skeletons.
"The doctor in charge, a Brahmin, and'

naked as the rest, cheered us by telling us

that they would recover. It was hard to

believe, but, given warm weather, all
would be well, he assured us. But a cold
day kills them off like flies.
"Brahmin assistants brought out the food.

Such youngsters as were able chattered and
clamored as the thin cakes of bread (those
self-same 'chupattles' that formed the mu-»

tiny signal forty years back! were handed
round. The men received eight, the womenseven, the bairns five, and the babes
milk and sweetmeats. Then their little
earthen pots or their humble vessels made
of leaves were filled with 'dal,' a nauseouslookingnative mixture of millet and pulse
and other ingredients, and all fell to. quietlyand by no means voraciously.
"A great kite swooped out of the hot

sky and took a morsel of bread from the

hands of an old man, who forthwith blubberedpiteously. The good Brahmin smiled
and gave another to pacify the poor old
fellow."
"It wrung one's heart to hear of the

proud old Mahommedans and Hindoos, who,
rather thnn secent charity, preferred to die

in their houses. Yesterday I was told of

an old native gentleman who had sold stick

by stick until nothing was left but his

little drinking vessel. He Indignantly repelledthe relief officers who called upon
him, and it was not till at night, when

they went secretly, that they prevailed
upon him to accept, not money, but a little
copying work, invented for the purpose,
that he accepted help.
"The c^ses of the wives of the better

class natives is very sad. As at home,
these are the people of whose sufferings
one hears least. There is a little family
here dependent upon rents troni iana. a.uey

have had not a penny for ten months.
"They sold everything, even to the beams

and roof of their house, and grandmother,
mother, wife and sisters were slowly but

surely starving. They, too, declined help,
again and again, and in their case, and in

a thousand cases, the money must be taken
at night. The Jdokommedan women are

never seen, of course: They live for no

eyes but their husbands'. In many and

many an empty house in India to-day these

poor women are proudly but surely passing
from health to emaciation, and from emaciationto death.
Th" rmoatinn nf uv-ute that divides

the people of India Ilj-to numerous social
sirnia and which Is Inextricably mixed with
religious, commercial and political prejudicesobtrudes itself even In the face of
death."


